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this would mark the real date of the rupture of the
Coalition," he wrote to the King on the fifteenth. Indeed,
if Austria were officially to communicate the contents of
the note to France because she knew that France was be-
hind her, she would thus be seeking France's support
against Russia and Prussia. After-a slight hesitation, Met-
ternich handed Talleyrand the note, accompanying it with
a personal message, which concluded with this charming
sentiment: "I am happy to find myself in agreement with
your Cabinet on a point which is so nobly defensible,"
At last the first split in the Coalition! Talleyrand did
not delay.to drive a wedge into this with a long letter
which he wrote Metternich on the nineteenth and which is
one of the greatest documents of history. After having
thanked Prince Metternich on behalf of his King for com-
municating the contents of his note, he went on to reveal
France's attitude with regard to Saxony. In his note, Met-
ternich had envisaged the problem especially from the
viewpoint of Germany and Austro-Prussian relations. With
a few strokes of his pen Talleyrand raised it to the uni-
versal, philosophical plane of the European continent.
France [he wrote] has raised no claim, nor will she raise
any. But she desires that the work of restitution be accom-
plished for all Europe, as for her, that everywhere and for-
ever the spirit of revolt be quenched, that every legitimate
right be made sacred, and that every ambition and unjust
enterprise find both its condemnation and a perpetual ob-
stacle in an explicit understanding and a fonnal guarantee
of those same principles, the disregard for which was respon-
sible for the long and deadly horror of the Revolution. That
desire of France's should be the desire of every European
state which does not blind itself to the facts. Without such an
order of life, no one can be certain for one instant of his
future.
Never has there been a nobler aim offered to the govern-
ments of Europe. Never has there been a greater need of ful-
fillment, and never has there been a more favorable oppor-
tunity to fulfill such an aim, at a time when all Christianity